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What is a Nikah Nama?
An  I s l am i c  ma r r i a g e  c e r emon y  i s  k nown  a s  a  N i k a h .  Du r i n g  t h e

c e r emon y ,  t h e  coup l e  s i g n  a  N i k a h  Nama ,  t h e  I s l am i c  ma r r i a g e

con t r a c t .  I n  Eng l a n d  a nd  Wa l e s ,  y o u  ne ed  t o  r e g i s t e r  y o u r  n i k a h  t o

ma k e  s u r e  i t  i s  l e g a l l y  v a l i d .

I n  many  way s ,  t h e  N i k a h  Nama  i s  l i k e  a  p r e n up t i a l  a g r e emen t .  I t

c o n t a i n s  a  s e r i e s  o f  c l a u s e s  wh i c h  a pp l y  on  ma r r i a g e ,  de a t h  o r

d i v o r c e .  You r  N i k a h  Nama  i s  a  pe r s o n a l i s e d  way  o f  s e t t i n g  ou t  t h e

i s s u e s  t h a t  ma t t e r  t o  y o u .  Fo r  e x amp l e ,  y o u r  mah r ,  ma i n t e n a n c e  o r

r i g h t  t o  d i v o r c e .

Our Guide
We  p r o du c ed  t h i s  gu i d e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c l a u s e s  u s ed  mos t  o f t e n  i n  a

N i k a h  Nama  i n  t h e  UK  a nd  P a k i s t a n .  Depend i n g  on  whe r e  y o u  l i v e ,

y o u r  N i k a h  Nama  may  con t a i n  d i f f e r e n t  c l a u s e s .  We  hope  y o u  f i n d  i t

u s e f u l  when  p l a n n i n g  y o u r  n i k a h .  

Th i s  gu i d e  i s  f o r  i n f o rma t i o n  pu r p o s e s  on l y .  I t  s h ou l d  no t  be

con s i d e r e d  a s  a  r e p l a c emen t  f o r  l e g a l  a d v i c e  o r  s p e c i a l i s t  I s l am i c

g u i d a n c e .  



Clauses 1-6...Bride & Groom 

En t e r  t h e  n ame ,  a dd r e s s  a nd  d a t e  o f  b i r t h  o f  t h e  coup l e .

Clauses 7-12...Witnesses 

En t e r  t h e  n ame  a nd  a dd r e s s  o f  y o u r  w i t n e s s e s .  No t e :  y o u  w i l l  ne ed  a

m i n imum  o f  t w o  w i t n e s s e s  a t  y o u r  N i k a h .
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Clauses 13-16...Mahr 

Mah r  i s  a  wedd i n g  g i f t  f r om  t h e  g r o om  t o  t h e  b r i d e .  I t  i s  con s i d e r e d  a

s ymbo l  o f  t h e  hu s b a nd ' s  r e s p on s i b i l i t y  t o  h i s  w i f e  a nd  i n t e n d ed  t o

s u ppo r t  he r  f i n a n c i a l l y  i n  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s  e . g  hu s b a nd ' s  de a t h  o r

d i v o r c e .  The  g i f t  i s  ob l i g a t o r y  a nd  t h e  amoun t  i s  no t  s p e c i f i e d .  The r e

i s  a  t y p e  o f  Mah r  wh i c h  i s  g i v e n  on  ma r r i a g e  (p r omp t )  a nd  a no t h e r

p a r t  wh i c h  i s  de f e r r e d .  

En t e r  t h e  amoun t  /  v a l u e  o f  t h e  Mah r  a nd  how  i t  w i l l  be  g i v e n  e . g .

mone y ,  go l d  o r  p r o p e r t y  a nd  when  i t  w i l l  be  p r o v i d e d .
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Clauses 17...Marriage Terms 

En t e r  t h e  t e rm s  a nd  cond i t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  con s i d e r  i m po r t a n t  t o  make

you r  ma r r i a g e  wo r k .  Bec a u s e  t h e  N i k a h  Nama  i s  a  ma r r i a g e  con t r a c t ,

a n y  r e a s o n ab l e  cond i t i o n  c a n  be  a dded  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  doe s n ' t

c o n t r a d i c t  s h a r i a  l aw .  E x amp l e s  o f  wha t  peop l e  i n c l u d e  i n  t h i s

s e c t i o n :  whe r e  y o u  w i l l  l i v e  a f t e r  ma r r i a g e ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  wo r k ,  f i n a n c i a l

s u ppo r t ,  t h e  hu s b a nd ' s  r i g h t  t o  en t e r  i n t o  a  s e c ond  ma r r i a g e .

Clauses 18-19...Right to Divorce

Th i s  c l a u s e  en s u r e s  t h e  w i f e ' s  r i g h t  t o  k e ep  p a r t  o f  he r  Mah r  on

d i v o r c e .  I f  t h i s  c l a u s e  i s  r emo v ed  f r om  t h e  N i k a h  Nama ,  a  w i f e  c a n  s t i l l

d i v o r c e  t h r o u gh  a  t y p e  o f  p r o c e s s  k nown  a s  Khu l a ,  howe v e r  s h e  may

h a v e  t o  r e t u r n  he r  Mah r .

Clauses 20...Finances 

Th i s  s e c t i o n  ou t l i n e s  t h e  g r o om ' s  f i n a n c i a l  s t a n d i n g  a nd  a n y

a g r e emen t  a bou t  wha t  w i l l  h appen  i f  t h e  ma r r i a g e  end s .  S im i l a r  t o  a

p r e n up t i a l ,  y o u  may  w i s h  t o  i n c l u d e  i n f o rma t i o n  a bou t  f i n a n c i a l

s e t t l emen t s  on  d i v o r c e  eg .  a  mon t h l y  a l l owan c e .



Clauses 21...Groom's Marital Status

I n  t h i s  c l a u s e ,  t h e  g r o om  con f i rm s  h i s  ma r i t a l  s t a t u s  ( s i n g l e  /  ma r r i e d )

a nd  i f  a pp l i c a b l e ,  h i s  pe rm i s s i o n  t o  en t e r  i n t o  a  s e c ond  ma r r i a g e .

N o t e ,  i f  h i s  f i r s t  ma r r i a g e  con t r a c t  s t a t e s  he  doe s  no t  h a v e  pe rm i s s i o n

t o  en t e r  i n t o  a  s e c ond  ma r r i a g e  ( s e e  c l a u s e  17 ) ,  t h e n  he  c a nno t  en t e r

i n t o  a  s e c ond  N i k a h  ma r r i a g e .

Clauses 22-25...Signatures

The  coup l e  a nd  t h e i r  w i t n e s s e s  s i g n  t h e  N i k a h  Nama .
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